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The American Blackout.
The American Blackout is a film from the National Geographic Channel and presents imagined scenarios whereby the USA experienced ten days of national power outage which was facilitated by critical cyber attacks. The film takes two hours and presents the occurrences as if they were happening in real time. As hinted, such a scenario is always chaotic and this is presented through the use of some fictional footage as well as other current power blackouts. The film is used to examine the effects of such disasters on the people as well as disaster management bodies and also assesses their preparedness in disaster management.
The film is a clear indication that people are not always prepared sufficiently to counter the effects of such scenarios which are usually horrific (The National Geographic, 2017). My primary thought is that people require sufficient training as well as preparedness to withstand the effects of such disasters. Panicking also leads to worsening of such scenarios, and this is evident from day one to ten as presented in the film. Although there are some people who survive the horrific blackout, it is evident that enough has not been done to respond sufficiently to such cases and as such, departments such as the Homeland Security, Emergency Management, and the National Security Policy should do more in terms of educating the masses on disaster management and also in solving such challenges. 
Also, the film created the thought that people can rely on their knowledge to cause critical suffering on the people and this leads to the creation of the notion of being "powerless." In other terms, the masses suffered on the hands of influential people who are not also ready to help in achieving a breakthrough in their catastrophic experiences. The case of being powerless is also evident as the citizens are unable to solve the power blackout menace on real-time hence leading to more suffering (The National Geographic, 2017).
The film presents characters panicking, and their situations deteriorate from day one. This is an indication of the gravity of such disasters as well as the preparedness of people and agencies. The characters present their situations through flip cams and cell phones. There is a couple presented while in a penthouse in New York and only having credit card and electric can openers. There is also a little girl who is panicking with her pregnant mom in the suburbs of New York, a preteen son who has escaped with the parents as well as college students who are stuck in a dormitory. The power blackout renders the streets into critical chaos. Citizens go into their stores to look for canned goods and bottled water, those without ready cash panic since there is no electricity to access credit cards and ATMs. There is, however, some few people who are prepared for the scenario and had piled bottled water, foods, as well as power batteries and, are ready to survive underground (The National Geographic, 2017).
In summation, the film is a clear indication of the effects that hackers might have on citizens and the nation in general. As noted, the hackers relied on both physical attacks as well as cyber attacks which led to national power outage and critical human suffering and national loss. Such attacks are apparently very catastrophic, and as noted, the people, as well as government agencies, are not adequately prepared to respond effectively to such attacks which might take long periods. As a lesson, disaster management bodies should educate its citizens on how to react in case of such attacks, and they should also strengthen their response and reaction aspects to such scenarios to avert much suffering by the people as well as critical national losses.
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